The Government response to the Family Justice Review : a guide for children and young people by unknown
The Government 
Response to the Family 
Justice Review
A Guide for Children and Young People
2	
What is this guide?
This guide sets out the actions which we plan to take to 






















































































If parents cannot 
agree, the family 
court will be able to 
make an order for 
the arrangement of 
the child.
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The role of social workers
Social	workers	will	have	an	important	role	to	play	in	reducing	the	time	it	takes	to	come	to	a	
decision	about	care.	Their	assessment	of	a	child	and	their	report	to	the	court	needs	to	be	of	
a	high	quality,	and	should	be	sent	to	court	on	time.	We	are	going	to	help	ensure	that	social	
workers	can	get	training	in	how	to	present	their	assessment	to	the	court	so	that	decisions	
are	not	delayed.
These	changes	will	speed	up	the	time	it	takes	to	make	a	decision	about	care.	It	will	also	
make	it	easier	to	get	a	child	adopted	quickly,	if	that	is	the	best	thing	for	that	baby	or	
child.	We	will	improve	the	way	social	workers	and	the	court	work	together	to	prepare	for	
adoption,	and	we	will	look	at	ways	to	speed	up	the	process	of	finding	adopters	for	a	child.
8	
What next?
For	some	of	the	changes	to	happen,	we	will	need	to	change	the	law.	This	process	takes	
time,	but	we	will	start	it	in	2012	and	we	should	see	some	important	changes	by	2013.	
Our	next	step	will	be	to	set	up	the	Family	Justice	Board.	The	Board	will	include	senior	
people	working	in	the	Family	Justice	System.	It	will	be	in	charge	of	making	sure	the	
changes	we	have	mentioned	here	actually	happen.	Because	these	changes	involve	lots	
of	different	kinds	of	professionals,	one	of	the	Board’s	most	important	tasks	will	be	to	get	
people	to	work	together	to	change	the	system.	Without	this,	it	would	be	impossible	to	get	
care	decisions	made	in	six	months.	
Cafcass	and	Cafcass	Cymru	are	organisations	in	England	and	Wales	that	already	help	make	
sure	the	courts	think	about	what	is	best	for	children.	Along	with	other	organisations,	they	
will	still	have	an	important	role	to	play	in	the	new	system.	The	Cafcass	Young	People’s	
Board	has	done	well	in	speaking	out	about	children’s	issues.	So	we	will	ask	the	Family	
Justice	Board	to	have	a	young	people’s	version	of	the	Board	as	soon	as	possible	so	that	
children	and	young	people	are	involved	in	changes	to	the	system	from	the	start.	The	Board	
will	find	the	best	ways	to	help	children	of	all	ages	understand	the	Family	Justice	System	
and	how	it	affects	them.	It	will	also	make	sure	that	children	and	young	people	have	a	say	in	
how	we	make	changes	to	the	current	system.
Even	though	it	will	take	longer	than	this	to	make	all	the	changes	we	want	to	make,	we	are	
committed	to	making	a	better	system	for	children.	We	will	create	a	system	which	is	faster,	
listens	to	the	needs	of	children	and	puts	them	first.	We	want	all	children	to	have	secure	and	
safe	childhoods	and	for	them	to	have	a	stable	home	to	live	in.	
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